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Pribilof Students Excel On SBAõsñContinue To Meet AYP! 
Only 47% of Alaska Schools met Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for the 2010-2011 school year, and St. 

George & St. Paul Schools were among them!  AYP is  determined by test scores, attendance, gradua-

tion rate and other factors set by the federal No Child Left Behind Act.  St. George & St. Paul students in 

grades 3-10 showed growth in all three measured areas of reading, writing and mathematics. The 

Pribilof School District has met AYP every year since the NCLB Act began, indicating students in the 

district continue to show improvement each year.  PSD would like to thank the parents and community 

for their positive support of the students in the Pribilofs.  Remember, òTogether We Make A Differenceó!  

7 Years of Student Improvement!  

The first edition of Ukuda Wa was printed on September 20, 2002.  It is hard to believe it has been ten 

years!  School newsletters had been distributed prior to 2002 but they were mostly random and none 

stood the test of time.  Ukuda Wa has printed on an almost monthly basis since the beginning, and has 

maintained a positive student focus.   

Volume 1 of Ukuda Wa was a two-page, black  & white only, Microsoft Word document that primarily intro-

duced new student and staff members.  At the time, Malcolm Fleming was beginning his first year as Su-

perintendent, and our current Superintendent, Jamie Stacks had moved from fourth grade teacher to K-12 

Principal.  Vlad Lestenkof, Richard Warner, Raymond Warner, John Merculief, William Shane, Greg Fratis, 

Terenty Simeonoff, Johnney Fratis & Jill Fratis were editors and reporters for the paper.   

Before the first edition was published, a school-wide contest was heldñóName Our Newsletteró.  Students 

were encouraged to submit unique titles for the paper.   Aaron Lestenkofõs suggestion, Ukuda Wa, was 

chosen.  Itõs English translation is òLook At Thisó.   Aaronõs 11/12 grade class won a pizza party for submit-

ting the chosen title.  

As time passed, and technology improved, Ukuda Wa began distribution via the internet and is now shared 

with many people across the country and is cited in several reports.  Even though this is Mr. Stacksõ final 

year as advisor for the paper, we are confident that Ukuda Wa will continue to report the news of St. Paul 

School.    

Students at St. Paul School have shown significant improvement on the Alaska Standards Based Assess-

ments (SBA) continually since 2004.  

The graph to the right displays data in 

reading, writing and mathematics for 

students in grades 3-10.  In 2004, PSD 

began analyzing data from test scores.  

Student scores in reading have im-

proved almost 25%, writing scores have 

increased about 15%, while scores in 

math have soared from 28% to 90%.   

òWhile we recognize that there is still 

room for improvement, great progress 

has been made.ó Mr. Stacks also indi-

cated that he believes the success in 

PSDõs math scores can be attributed to 

the Saxon Math and Accelerated Math 

programs. He states, òBoth Saxon & 

Accel. Math are aligned to the Alaska 

standards and work well together.  The repetitive nature of Saxon works well for our students, and the fact 

that 90% of our students are proficient or advanced in math is proof.ó   

Ukuda Wa would like to congratulate the administration, staff, students & parents of the PSD on these 

wonderful successes!   

Ukuda Wa Celebrates 10 Years!  

The Ukuda Wa staff is dedicating 

this Anniversary Issue to a very 

special person, Alicia Merculief.  

Alicia worked for the Pribilof 

School District for over 20 years.  

In addition to being a dedicated 

employee, she was always willing 

to help in the school at fundrais-

ing events and took an active 

role in her childrenõs education.  

We miss you, Alicia.   

Teacher Jillð 9/8  

Miles Bourdukofskyð 9/14  

Brittney Lestenkofð 9/17  

Gavin Melovidovð 9/24  

Katrina Melovidovð 9/24  

Mr. Stacksð 9/27  

Happy Birthday! 
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Welcome New Teachers!  
 John HolcombñPrincipal/Special Education/Science/Health. 

Why did you choose to become a teacher? òI tried teaching a little, while I was working as a Zoo-

keeper and Curator, and found that I liked working with kids even more than I liked working with 

animals.  So, I switched careers.ó   

Degrees: Bachelor Degree in Special Education; Master Degree in Educational Administration.  

Hobbies/Interests: òI really like sailing, gardening, reading and watching sports.ó  

Where did you grow up? òI was born in New Mexico and grew up in Colorado in small towns near 

the mountains.ó  

Favorite food: òI love good Mexican food and Kansas City style BBQ!  Iõm learning to love putchki, 

lustax and laaquda!ó 

Thoughts about St. Paul: òThis is such a beautiful place, with the mysterious, foggy, rolling tundra, 

animals, and spectacular ocean.  My favorite part so far are the school-kids who are so friendly, 

kind, and hard-working.ó 

Contact The St. Paul Staff  
Staff contact numbers are shown below and 

to the right.  If you prefer to use email for 

communication, all staff email addresses 

use the following format:  last name, first 

initial, @psd-k12.org.  For example, Mr. 

Stacksõ email address is stacksm@psd-

k12.org.   

 

Tonia Kushin (7/8Science, 6 Math)ð 546-

3342  

Anna Lestenkof (Library)ð 546-3334 

Mac Mandregan (Maintenance)ð 546-3325 

Kalysta McClaughry (3/4)ð 546-3340 

James McDonald (5/6)ð 546-3341  

Jamie Stacks (Principal)ð 546-3322 

Michael Stacks (Math)ð 546-3343  

Esther Baldwin (Montessori)ð 546-3354 

Mike Baldwin (K/1/2)ð 546-3346 

Amanda Ferrari (L.A./German)ð 546-3359 

Dan Ferrari (Technology/S.S.)ð 546-3330 

Edna Floyd (Nutrition/Aleut)ð 546-3339 

Jill Fratis (Montessori)ð 546-3354 

John Holcomb (SPED)ð 546-3327 

Father Maxim Isaac (Carpentry/R.O.H)ð 546-

3325  

Brenda Jones (Office) ð 546-3321  

 

We recommend you remove this section of 

the newsletter and keep these numbers near 

the phone for future reference!   

 

James McDonaldñ5th & 6th grades 
Why did you choose to become a teacher? ò I became a teacher for a number of reasons. I 

love the creativity involved, seeing my students learn something new and interesting, creating 

a positive class community, having fun, etc.ó 

Degrees: Bachelor Degree & Master of Arts in Teaching 

Hobbies/Interests: ò I enjoy writing, reading, cooking, weightlifting, walking, and spending 

time with my cats and Ms. McClaughry.ó 

Where did you grow up? òFrom age eight, I lived in Canby, Oregon, which is approximately 

twenty miles south of Portland.ó 

Favorite food: òGang Dang (Thai Red Curry)ó 

Thoughts about St. Paul: òIts one of the most relaxing and rewarding places Iõve lived.ó 

Kalysta McClaughryñ3rd & 4th grades  
Why did you choose to become a teacher?  òI became a teacher because I realized I loved 

working with kids and students. Learning something new is so fun for me, and being able to 

teach something new to someone is even more fun.ó  

Degrees:  Bachelor Degree & Master of Arts in Teaching in Elementary Education. 

Hobbies/Interests:  òI like to play music, read, learn new things, go hiking and travel.ó  

Where did you grow up?  òI grew up in a small town called Alpins, in the state of Oregon.  

Favorite food:  òPizza! I love Pizza!!!ó 

Thoughts about St. Paul:  òSo far it has been wonderful. It is very beautiful. I love the small 

town feeling; it reminds me of growing up.ó  
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Grandparentsõ Day Celebration  

Summer Science Camp  
This summerõs Marine Science Camp was a little different than past. Since Michelle Ridgway was busy this summer, we had three new 

instructorsñRebecca Benston, Carmen and Conrad Field. Cara Lestenkof-Mandregan, Caitlin Bourdukofsky, and Ethan Candyfire also as-

sisted the instructors. Another difference was students of all ages (K-12) were allowed to participate.  The camp took place during the day 

and students were separated into different groups.  The days began at 9 a.m., broke for lunch until 2p.m., and ended at 6 p.m. Many differ-

ent activities took place at the camp such as:  going to tide pools and finding different species to study, seal dissecting with the scientists 

at Staff Quarters, fishing for fish printing, scrimshaw, walking to the seal blinds, looking for flowers for flower pressing, and much more.  

The students also got to squirt water guns at people riding/driving in the òHomer Gone Paradeó.  

St. George students were not able to attend due to inclement weather. They are currently planning a Marine Science 

Camp in October. Special thanks  to everyone who made this yearõs St. Paul Marine Science Camp a great success! 

Grandparentsõ Day 2011 was celebrated at St. Paul School on Friday, September 9, 2011.  Students in grades K-6 shared stories, wrote po-

ems and made crafts with their grandparents.  Many of the activities were held in the gym while the grandparents enjoyed snacks and pres-

entations.  A sample of some of the student work is shown here:  

Several new courses are being offered for St. Paul High School students this semester.  Last year, several students expressed an interest 

in learning more about the history of the Russian Orthodox Church.   Mrs. Stacks approached Father Maxim about delivering such a course, 

so he worked over the summer to develop a curriculum.  Ten students are enrolled and Mrs. Edna is also helping with the course.  Dino, a 

student in the class, says that it is very interesting and they are currently studying the time when the Russians brought the first Aleuts to 

the Pribilof Islands.   

Detush (German) class is being taught by Mrs. Ferrari from 2:25-3:25 daily.  It is a year-long course and fulfills the requirements of a sec-

ond language for those who need the credit, although many others are also enrolled.  Students were excited during registration to have the 

chance to take German and upper level students were given first priority.  Christina says, òIõm very excited about learning the German lan-

guage and confusing my friends by talking in German in front of them.ó 

Mr. Stacks is once again piloting Exploring Education Careers for the University of Alaska Fairbanks through Future Educators.  This is the 

third course (EEC III) in the sequence and the final (EEC IV) will be offered next semester.  The third course expands on the content from 

the first two and introduces new information such as, the history of schooling in Alaska, types of schools found in Alaska, the process for 

teacher certification, developing an educational philosophy and more.  Students who have participated in all three courses will have an 

opportunity to serve as a òteacher apprenticeó during the final semester.   

All juniors and seniors are enrolled in Algebra II.  It has been a couple of years since Algebra II has been offered for St. Paul students.  This 

group has been preparing by taking one or both of the prerequisites, Algebra I & Geometry.  Even though Algebra II is not a required course 

for Alaska students, òour kids were encouraged to take the classó, says Mr. Stacks.  It is a large group (for St. Paul), 14 kids are squeezed 

in Mr. Stacksõ small room.  The school purchased each student a new Texas Instrument Scientific Graphing calculator for the course using 

grant funds.   

Exciting New Courses Offered At SNP 

òYou are great. Iõll never hate you. There is 

no way you would ever make me blue.ó 

By: Courtney Lestenkof 

òI Love You Krusnax, I will never hate you. If 

someone wants to give me another Krusnax I 

wouldn't want one!ó  

By: Carley Bourdukofsky 

òMy grandparents are special to me. They 

are loving and they are caring. My grand-

mother cleans and cooks, she loves ice-

cream. My grandpa likes to feed the 

horses a lot. I love my grandparents with 

all my heartó By: Stormy Stacks 


